
 

House rules for Hovin Borettslag (Housing cooperative) 
  

Hovin Borettslag constitutes a community where we all as residents have a shared 
responsibility to uphold a good living environment. The best way to be a good neighbour is 
to be considerate and to talk to each other directly if and when problems arise. All occupants 
share the responsibility to maintain their own flat as well as the communal areas: buildings, 
lawns, side roads, hallways, storage areas etc. Any damages have to be covered by the 
collective rent fund. 
 
 

§ 1 House rules 
 

All residents have a duty to follow the house rules. It is the property owner’s duty to make 
sure all residents and others with access to the flat follow the house rules. The duties of the 
property owners are laid out and regulated in Borettslagsloven (Norwegian law regulating 
housing cooperatives) and borettslaget’s statutes. 
 
 

§2 Be considerate 
  
There is an expectation of silence between 07.00 and 23.00 every day. Let your neighbours 
know if you expect there to be any noise that might be inconvenient, like parties and 
refurbishment.   
 
Rehearsals 

Residents may not practice music before 8.00 and after 20.00 Monday through Saturday. 
Rehearsals are not permitted on Sundays and bank holidays. Music lessons can only be given 
if the occupant is given a specific permission by the board. 
 
Refurbishment/DIY 
Residents need a specific permission from the care taker to initiate building works that alters 
the structure and support of the building (like supporting walls). It is the responsibility of the 
resident to provide a survey of the flat’s structure and support. 
  
Work that is particularly noisy should be undertaken during regular working hours. If this is 
not possible and the work will inconvenience the neighbours it must be undertaken before 
20.00 during the week and between 10.00 and 18.00 on Saturdays. Work of this kind is not 
permitted on Sundays and bank holidays. 
 
  

§3 The flats 
 
Water leaks 

The property owners are generally responsible if water leaks occur and are liable for any 
damages caused to the neigbours’ property. Property owners are not held liable if the water 
leak is caused by a fracture in the risers. 



Air circulation 

To avoid dampness in any room the residents need to make sure there is enough air 
circulation throughout the flat. Air valves should be kept open at all times as long as it is 
reasonably possible. It is not permitted to air out the flat by using the hallways. 
 
The use of mechanical fans in kitchens and bathrooms is not permitted as these interfere 
with the general ventilation of the buildings. 
  
Sublease 

Residents may only sublet their flat if they have specific permission from the board to do so. 
Subletters cannot move in before a written permission has been provided. Please contact 
OBOS for application details regarding subleases. 
 
 

§4 Balconies 
 
Awnings and other kinds of shielding/blending must look alike through the block of flats and 
be approved by the board. Those that have a flagpole or the like must comply with the 
general flag rules.  
 
Glazing must be done in accordance to the borettslag standard. 
 
Satellite dishes or other kinds of antenna are not permitted. Any dispensation must be 
obtained in writing from the board. 
 
Airing and drying of laundry on the balconies and lawns is permitted as long as it doesn’t 
inconvenience the neighbours. It is not permitted to use railings or window sills for airing, 
drying or beating.  
 
Be considerate when using the balconies and be particularly aware of not causing 
inconvenience to your neighbours with noise from for instance music. It is permitted to 
barbeque, but only use the gas or electric kind. Be considerate towards your neighbour 
when barbequing. 
 
 

§5 Communal areas 
 
Basements and attics 

Stairwells and hallways are escape routes and should always be kept free from waste and 
personal items like bikes and buggies. Bikes and buggies should be kept in the designated 
rooms in the basement. It is not permitted to store personal items in the communal areas in 
the basement or attic and such items will be removed without prior warning.  
  
All doors to communal areas should be kept locked at all times, including the front doors. 
  
It is not permitted to connect any electrical equipment to the powerlines in the basement or 
attic, including the personal storage spaces.  
 



Waste 

Waste wells are clearly marked (plastic, glass, metal, paper, food and general waste) and 
should be used in accordance with the recycling guidelines from the City of Oslo. No waste 
should be placed beside the waste wells.   
  
Paint cans or any products containing paint residue are classified as hazardous waste and 
should be taken to a recycling station. Any kind of electric products are classified as EE-waste 
and should be taken to a recycling station or returned to a retailer.  
 
Playground 

Be considerate when using the playground, particularly with regards to littering and noise. It 
is not permitted to barbeque or walk dogs in the playground. 
 

 
§6 Parking 

  
Parking spaces can be rented by the residents, administered by the care taker who also 
maintains the waiting list. The rental agreement can be revoked if the parking space is not 
used during a five week period. Notify the care taker if a parking space is not in use. 
  
Driving on the side roads should be kept to a minimum. It is permitted to park on the side 
roads for a maximum of ten minutes for loading and unloading purposes. If you need to use 
the side roads for a longer period of time, for instance when moving, a permit can be 
obtained from the parking company. It is not permitted to park on the lawns.  
  
St. Jørgens vei is a municipal road and parking is regulated by the City of Oslo. 
 
  

§7 Animals 
 
Residents are allowed to keep animals as long as the animals don’t cause an inconvenience 
for the other residents. Those who wish to keep animals must submit an application to the 
board and sign the declaration for keeping animals. The following provisions apply: 
 

1. The animal must be accompanied at all times in the communal areas like stairwells. 
Dogs must be kept on a leash at all times.  

2. The owner of the animal must immediately remove any droppings. 
3. Animals must be kept away from playgrounds and sandboxes. 
4. The owner of the animal is liable for any damages that the animal might inflict on a 

person or property including but not limited to scraping of doors and door frames, 
flowers, plants or lawns.  

5. If the board receives a valid written complaint they may require the animal removed 
unless a satisfactory arrangement with the complaintant can be obtained. Valid 
claims include inconvenience due to smell and noise or if it causes allergic reactions 
or fear. In cases of doubt the board will decide if a compIaintant has a valid claim, 
after negotiations with both parties.   

6. There should be maximum two animals per flat. 
 



§8 Breach of house rules 
 
A property owner who commits significant breaches of the house rules (acts that cause 
significant disadvantage or inconvenience to other residents) will be found to have defaulted 
on their duties towards borettslaget.  
 
Complaints about breaches of the house rules must be submitted to the board in writing. 
The board will consider the complaint and contact the property owner in question if needed. 
Residents must treat such notifications from the board as extensions to the house rules.  
Serious and continued complaints will be dealt with according to borettslagsloven 
(Norwegian law regulating housing cooperatives) and borettslaget’s statues. 
 
The care taker is tasked with ensuring that residents comply with the house rules and report 
breaches to the board.  The care taker is employed by borettslaget and as such has a 
reasonable expection to be met with respect and understanding in the performance of 
his/her duties.  
  


